“What about  the common good? 
Christian awareness about, and responsibility for, our common pool resources”
Definition and contents of the concept of the “common good” have their origin in the social circumstances and conditions of the time. They are closely connected to the respect for the rights of the person, and the need of the human being – spiritual and material. 

Part of the common good are 
the commitment to peace, 
good governance, 
the rule of law, 
the freedom of religion
but also

the protection of the environment, 
and the provision of some services which at the same time belong to the group of basic human rights, such as food, shelter, work, education, 
access to culture, transport, information, health care, etc.
 
Development, another abused and contested term, is - according e.g. to Sollicitudo rei socialis (1987) – of inherently moral character. True development has to promote and safeguard all human rights, 
and the respect for all peoples.  The moral character of development also calls for the respect of all creatures.

Thus,  true development aims at increasing the common good. 

On the other hand, the sheer ambition to meet increasing material demands with a growing supply of material goods certainly can not be confused with development.  Development cannot be restricted to the process of possessing, using and consuming, without limits and restrictions, parts of creation, and the products of human diligence.  Rather, it is a transcendent reality of social character.
 
Development is actually the new name for peace
, and peace is the fruit of justice.
 Everybody is called to take part in a peaceful effort for a peaceful development, so that we may preserve creation and all the world.
    
We are mentioning peace again and again, since striving for a peaceful change was central to the effort 20 years ago, all the more because in Europe it does not go without saying that crises and transformations are conducted peracefully. (EUROPEAN DEVELOPMENT CRISES)
 In our day, there is a growing awareness that world peace (ENVIRONMENT AND PEACE) is threatened not only by the arms race, regional conflicts and continued injustices among peoples and nations, but also by a lack of due respect for nature, by the plundering of natural resources and by a progressive decline in the quality of life. … (BLACKS DRINKING) Faced with the widespread destruction of the environment, people everywhere are coming to understand that we cannot continue to use the goods of the earth as we have in the past…. (AJKA SPILL 1)
When man turns his back on the Creator's plan, he provokes a disorder which has inevitable repercussions on the rest of the created order. If man is not at peace with God, then earth itself cannot be at peace: "Therefore the land mourns and all who dwell in it languish, and also the beasts of the field and the birds of the air and even the fish of the sea …" (Hos 4:3).  … The profound sense that the earth is "suffering" is also shared by those who do not profess our faith in God. Indeed, the increasing devastation of the world of nature is apparent to all.
   (AJKA SPILL2)
People are asking anxiously if it is still possible to remedy the damage which has been done. Clearly, an adequate solution cannot be found merely in a better management or a more rational use of the earth's resources, as important as these may be. Rather, we must go to the source of the problem and face in its entirety that profound moral crisis of which the destruction of the environment is only one troubling aspect.
 
Many ethical values, fundamental to the development of a peaceful society, are particularly relevant to the ecological question. The fact that many challenges facing the world today are interdependent confirms the need for carefully coordinated solutions based on a morally coherent world view.”

… the indiscriminate application of advances in science and technology… in the fields of industry and agriculture have produced harmful long-term effects. This has led to the painful realization that we cannot interfere in one area of the ecosystem without paying due attention both to the consequences of such interference in other areas and to the well-being of future generations.

(TIPPING POINTS IN NATURE) … delicate ecological balances are upset by the uncontrolled destruction of animal and plant life or by a reckless exploitation of natural resources.  …  The complexity of the ecological question is evident to all. … no peaceful society can afford to neglect either respect for life or the fact that there is an integrity to creation.   This order must be respected. The human race is called to explore this order, to examine it with due care and to make use of it while safeguarding its integrity.

On the other hand, the earth is ultimately a common heritage, the fruits of which are for the benefit of all. In the words of the Second Vatican Council, "God destined the earth and all it contains for the use of every individual and all peoples" (Gaudium et Spes, 69).  It is manifestly unjust that a privileged few (POPULATION MAP)  should continue to accumulate excess goods, (GDP MAP) squandering available resources, while masses of people are living in conditions of misery (VULTURE AND BOY) at the very lowest level of subsistence (CHAMPAGNE). Today, the dramatic threat of ecological breakdown is teaching us the extent to which greed and selfishness - both individual and collective - are contrary to the order of creation, an order which is characterized by mutual interdependence.

9. The concepts of an ordered universe and a common heritage both point to the necessity of a more internationally coordinated approach to the management of the earth's goods. …Recently there have been some promising steps towards such international action, (M E AGREEMENTS) yet the existing mechanisms and bodies are clearly not adequate for the development of a comprehensive plan of action.
 (JO`BURG DECLARATION)
The ecological crisis reveals the urgent moral need for a new solidarity, especially in relations between the developing nations and those that are highly industrialized. … The newly industrialized States cannot…be asked to apply restrictive environmental standards to their emerging industries unless the industrialized States first apply them within their own boundaries.   …  It must also be said that the proper ecological balance will not be found without directly addressing the structural forms of poverty that exist throughout the world. Rural poverty and unjust land distribution in many countries, for example, have led to subsistence farming and to the exhaustion of the soil. Once their land yields no more, many farmers move on to clear new land, thus accelerating uncontrolled deforestation…

Modern society will find no solution to the ecological problem unless it takes a serious look at its life style. In many parts of the world society is given to instant gratification. … the seriousness of the ecological issue lays bare the depth of man's moral crisis. … (REAL NEEDS) Simplicity, moderation and discipline, as well as a spirit of sacrifice, must become a part of everyday life, lest all suffer the negative consequences of the careless habits of a few.

An education in ecological responsibility is urgent: responsibility for oneself, for others, and for the earth. Churches and religious bodies, non-governmental and governmental organizations, indeed all members of society, have a precise role to play in such education.
… Today the ecological crisis has assumed such proportions as to be the responsibility of everyone. …there is an order in the universe which must be respected, and … the human person, endowed with the capability of choosing freely, has a grave responsibility to preserve this order for the well-being of future generations. I wish to repeat that the ecological crisis is a moral issue.   Christians, in particular, realize that their responsibility within creation and their duty towards nature and the Creator are an essential part of their faith.

We can no longer do without a real change of outlook which will result in new life-styles, “in which the quest for truth, beauty, goodness and communion with others for the sake of common growth are the factors which determine consumer choices, savings and investments”. …We are all responsible for the protection and care of the environment. This responsibility knows no boundaries. In accordance with the principle of subsidiarity it is important for everyone to be committed at his or her proper level, working to overcome the prevalence of particular interests. The media also have a responsibility in this regard to offer positive and inspiring models.

II.

Prudence would thus dictate to take  a profound, long-term review of our model of development, one which would take into consideration the meaning of the economy and its goals with an eye to correcting its malfunctions and misapplications. (GDP, DPI, happiness) 
The ecological health of the planet calls for this, but it is also demanded by the cultural and moral crisis of humanity.

Nor must we forget the very significant fact that many people experience peace and tranquillity, renewal and reinvigoration, when they come into close contact with the beauty and harmony of nature. (CAMPANULA) There exists a certain reciprocity: as we care for creation, we realize that God, through creation, cares for us.

Protecting the natural environment in order to build a world of peace … is an urgent challenge, … it is also a providential opportunity to hand down to coming generations the prospect of a better future for all. … I invite all believers to … take to heart the urgent appeal: If you want to cultivate peace, protect creation.

III.

What role can the churches play to promote sustainability, the protection of the environment,  the respect for creation, the maintenance and increase of the carrying capacity of our natural resources in Europe?

The role of the prophet: 

· Mobilise! Cry in the wilderness, irrespective of the popularity, receptiveness, size of audience and followers.  Warn about the timeliness and urgency: Here is the time, here is the issue – the axe is on the roots - christians must act individually and together. Identify bad and good examples: sons of vipers versus the lamb of God. 

· Advise! What are we to do? Be christians every minute of your day, at the place where you are, in the roles and responsibilities you have. Be alert and sensitive to environmental consequences of your choices, good or bad. Who is my neighbour? All those who need your good will and assistance. 

· lead by example! Become a sign of contradiction and at the same time an attractive alternative. Live so that they see your good deeds and praise your heavenly father. Give and share cheerfully. Be ready to answer if asked about your hope.
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